This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



LISTING OF CLAIMS: 



1. 



(Currently Amended) 



A compound of formula I: 



Y 



■|\T 




(I) 



wherein 



n 
m 
R 1 

R 2 



is 1 er-2; 
is4-ef2; 

is ethyl or vinyl; H, (C^alkyl, (C^)alkenyl , eH€a- #)alkynyl, wherein each 
said (Chalky!, (C^)alkenyl, or (C^alkynyl are optionally substituted with 



is selected from -CH 2 -R 20 , -NH-R 20 , -O-R 20 , -S-R 30 , SO R^^Q.-R^^-GHaQ- 
R 30 , and -O-X-R 20 , wherein 

X is (C 2 . 3 )alkenyl, (C 2 . 3 )alkynyl, or (Ci. 3 )alkyl; and 

R 20 is (C6 or Cio)aryl or Het, wherein said (C6 or Cio)aryl or Het is optionally 
substituted with R 200 ; wherein 

R 200 is one to four substituents each independently selected from H, halogen, 
cyano, (d_ 6 )alkyl, (C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl, aryl-(d_ 6 )alkyl-, aryl, Het, oxo, 
thioxo, -OR 201 , -SR 201 , -SOR 201 , -S0 2 R 201 , -N(R 202 )R 201 , and 
-CON(R 202 )R 201 ; wherein each of said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and aryl and Het 
is optionally further substituted with R 2000 ; 

R 201 in each case is independently selected from H, (Ci_6)alkyl, (C 2 _6)alkenyl, and 
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aryl, CO (C^alkyl and CO O (C^alkyl , wherein each of said alkyl 
and aryl is optionally further substituted with R 2000 ; 
R 202 in each case is independently selected from H and (Ci_6)alkyl; 
R 2000 in each case is one to three substituents each independently selected from 
halogen, aryl, Het, -OR 2001 ^-S« 3eei r -SOR 3eei ^-SO 3 R 3W1 , cyano, 
-N(R 2002 )(R 2001 ), and R 2003 , wherein said aryl and Het are optionally 
substituted with one, two or three substituents each independently selected 
from (Ci_ 6 )alkyl and -0-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl; 
in each case is independently selected from aryl, aryl-(Ci_6)alkyl-, -C(O)- 
R 2003 , -C(0)0-R 2003 , CONCR 3 063 )^ 200 4 ) and R 3004 ; 
R 2002 in each case is independently selected from H and (d_ 6 )alkyl; 
R 2003 in each case is independently selected from (d- 8 )alkyl, and (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl; 

(€j ^)cycloalkyl (C^alkyl are each optionally substituted with one to 
three substituents each independently selected from (C^alkyl; and 



R 



i each c 



s independently selected from H and R 



is (Ci_ 8 )alkyl ? or (C 3 . 7 )cycloalkyl € 
substituted with one or more subst 



Gt_ 3)alkyl -, each optionally 
substituent each independently selected 
from (G ^alkyl, (C^)alkenyl, halogen, cyano , -OR 30 , SR m , -C(=0)OR 30 , 
C(=0)NH 3 , C(=0)NH(C^)alkyl, C(=0)N((C. ^)^ky4) 37 -NH 3 , NH^G^ ^dfey^ 
-j^€4- 6)alkyl) 3 , aryl, and aryl(C^)alkyl , wherein R 30 is H, (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, aryl, or 
aryl(C 1 _ 6 )alkyl-; 

is selected from B, B-C(=0)-, B-0-C(=0)-, B-N(R 51 )-C(=0)- ; B N(R ^ ) C(=S) , 
B-SO a and B N(R M )-SQ 3 -; wherein B is selected from: 

(i) (Ci-io)alkyl optionally substituted with one or more substituents each 
selected independently from -COOH, -COO(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -OH, halogen, 
-OC(=0)(C 1 . 6 )alkyl, -0(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(C 1 . 6 )alkyl, -N((C 1 . 6 )alkyl) 2 , 
-C(=0)NH 2 , -C(=0)NH(Ci_ 6 )alkyl and -C(=0)N((Ci_ 6 )alkyl) 2 ; 

(ii) (C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl, or (C 3 _7)cycloalkyl-(Ci_ 4 )alkyl-, each optionally 
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substituted with one or more substituents each selected independently 
from (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, halogen, -COOH, -COO(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -OH, -0(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, 
-NH 2 , -NH(C 1 . 6 )alkyl, -N((C 1 . 6 )alkyl) 2 , -C(=0)NH 2 , -C(=0)NH(C 1 _ 6 )alkyl 
and -C(=0)N((Ci. 6 )alkyl) 2 ; 

(iii-) aryl or aryl(C4 ^ )alkyl , each optionally substituted with one or more 

substituents each selected independently from (C^allcyl, OH, NH 2 ? 

C(=0)N((C^ )afe y 4) 3 f 

<iv) Hot or Hct (C^alkyl ; , each optionally substituted with one or more 

substituents each select e d independently from (C^aHcyl, OH, NH 2 ? 

(v) (Gj ^)alkenyl, or (C a_ 6 )alkynyl, each optionally substituted with 1 to 3 

halogens; and wherein 
R 51 is selected from H and (d. 6 )alkyl; 
provided that B is not (Ci-io)alkyl unsubstituted when R 5 is B-0-C(=0)-; 
Y isHe^€^)alky4; 

R 4 and R 6 are each independently selected from H, (Ci_6)alkyl, -0-(Ci_6)alkyl, 

(C 3 . 7 )cycloalkyl, (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl-(Ci. 6 )alkyl-, aryl, Het, and aryl-(Ci. 6 )alkyl-; 
wherein said (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -0-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl, 
(C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl-(Ci_6)alkyl-, aryl and aryl-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl- are each optionally 
substituted with one or more substituents each independently selected from 
halogen, (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 0-(d_ 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci_ 4 )alkyl, 
-N((Ci- 4 )alkyl) 2 , CO NH 3 , CO NH(C^)alkyl, CO N((C^ )alkyl) 2 , -COOH, and 
-COO(C 1 . 6 )alkyl; or 

R 4 and R 6 are linked, together with the nitrogen to which they are bonded, to form a 3- to 
7-membered monocyclic saturated or unsaturated heterocycle optionally fused to 
at least one other cycle to form a heteropolycycle, each of said heterocycle and 
heteropolycycle optionally containing from one to three additional heteroatoms 
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each independently selected from N, S and O, and each of said heterocycle and 
heteropolycycle being optionally substituted with one or more substituents each 
independently selected from halogen, (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 0-(Ci_6)alkyl, 
-NH 2 , -NH(Ci_ 4 )alkyl, -N((Ci_ 4 )alkyl) 2 , -CO-NH 2 , -CO-NH(Ci_ 4 )alkyl, 
-CO-N((C 1 . 4 )alkyl) 2 , -COOH, and -COO(C 1 . 6 )alkyl; 

with the proviso that when: 

R g is B O C(=0) or B N(R M ) C(=0) , wherein 

R 51 is H; and 

a) wherein said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and cycloalkyl alkyl are optionally mono , 

di or tri substituted with (C^aHcyl; and 

b) wherein said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and cycloalkyl alkyl are optionally mono 

or di substituted with substituents selected from hydroxy and 
0-(G^ 4)alkyl; and 

e) wherein each of said alkyl groups may be mono , di or tri substituted with 

halogen; and 

d) wherein in each of said cycloalkyl groups being 4 ,5,6 or 7 membered, 

one (for the 4 , 5 , 6 , or 7 membered) or two (for the 5 ,6 or 7 membered) 
-GMa groups not directly linked to each other may be replaced by O to 
provide a heterocycle, such that the O atom is linked to the O C(=0) or 
N(R M ) C(=0) group via at least two carbon atoms; and 

R 3 is O R 3 ^ 

R 30 cannot be 
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R 399 * is H, halogen, (C^)alkyl, OH, O (CU)alkyl, NH a , NH(C^)alkyl or 

^3oet>_^3oee are eac ^ independently halogen, cyano, (C^alkyl, O (C^alkyl, 
-S-(€ ^)alkyl, SO ( ( 



alkyl g 



1 groups is optionally substituted with from one 
atoms; and either R^-a^R 36 ^ (but not both at the 
be H' o r 

ft 396 * and R 3 " 6 may be covalently bonded to form, together with the 



three halogen 
ne time) may als( 



to which they are linked, a 5 or 6 membered carbocyclic ring wherein one 
or two CHj groups not b e ing directly linked to each other may be 

and wherein said carbo or hetero 



;rocyc. 



s optionally r 



substituted with (C^)alkyl; and 
R 3990 * is R 3993 , M (R 3W3 )COR 3w a , N (R 3W3 )COOR 3wa , N fR 3993 )^ 3994 ), or 
^(R ^CONCR^ XR 3004 ), wherein 



R 3W ^-kn(€4-8 )alkyl, (C^)cycloalkyl or (Cj _ 

(e ^)cycloalkyl and (CW)cycloalkyl (C^ 

R 3994 is H or R 399 ^ 



wherein Het is defined as a 3- to 7-membered heterocycle having 1 to 4 heteroatoms each 
independently selected from O, N and S, which may be saturated, unsaturated or 
aromatic, and which is optionally fused to at least one other cycle to form a 4- to 
14-membered heteropolycycle having wherever possible 1 to 5 heteroatoms, each 
independently selected from O, N and S, said heteropolycycle being saturated, 
unsaturated or aromatic; 
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or a diastereomer thereof or a salt thereof. 



2. (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein 
n is 1 ef-2; 
m is4-er-2; 

R 1 is ethyl or vinyl; Hr(€^ )alkyl, (C^)alkenyl, or (C^alkynyl, wherein each of 
said (C^alkyl, (Cj -6 )alkenyl, or (C^alkynyl are optionally substituted with 
from one to three halogen atoms; 

R 2 is selected from -CH 2 -R 20 , -NH-R 20 , -O-R 20 , -S-R 2 0 , SO R 2 VSQ j -R 3 V€HaQ- 
R 30 , and -O-X-R 20 , wherein 

X is (Ca ^alkcnyl, (C 2 - 3 )alkynyl, or (Ci_ 3 )alkyl; and 

R 20 is (C 6 or Cio)aryl or Het, wherein said (C 6 or Ci 0 )aryl or Het is optionally 
substituted with R 200 ; wherein 

R 200 is one to four substituents each independently selected from H, halogen, 
cyano, (Ci^)alkyl, (C3-7)cycloalkyl, aryl-(Ci-6)alkyl-, aryl, Het, oxo, 
thioxo, -OR 201 , -SR 201 , -SOR 201 , -S0 2 R 201 , -N(R 202 )R 201 , and 
-CON(R 202 )R 201 ; wherein each of said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and aryl and Het 
is optionally further substituted with R 2000 ; 

R 201 in each case is independently selected from H, (Ci_6)alkyl, (C2-6)alkenyl, and 
aryl , CO (C^alkyl and CO O (Q ^alkyt, wherein each of said alkyl 
and aryl is optionally further substituted with R 2000 ; 

R 202 in each case is independently selected from H and (Ci_6)alkyl; 

R 2000 in each case is one to three substituents each independently selected from 
halogen, aryl, Het, -OR 2001 ^-SR 3Wi ^-S©R 300i T -SO 3 R 3eei , cyano, 
-N(R 2002 )(R 2001 ), and R 2003 , wherein said aryl and Het are optionally 
substituted with one, two or three substituents each independently selected 
from (Ci_ 6 )alkyl and -0-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl; 

R 2001 in each case is independently selected from aryl, aryl-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl-, -C(O)- 
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R 2003 , C(0)0 R 200 3 , CONCR 3 002 ^ 3904 ^^ 3094 ; 
R 2002 in each case is independently selected from H and (Ci_6)alkyl; 
R 2003 in each case is independently selected from (Ci_ 8 )alkyl T and (C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyk_ 

93- ?)cycloalkyl and 



three substituents each independently selected from (C^allcyl; and 
in each case is independently selected from H and R 2003 ! 



is (Ci_ 8 )alkyl, (C 3 - 7 )cycloall 
substituted with one or mor 



ler-(G^ 
substitu 



s each independently selected from 



V-SR , C(=0)OR ^ , C(=0)NH a7 

N YlT 1 , 'tn lVvl't m-vl nn rl n n-U P, A n 1V v 1 ivh ^ ro i n P 30 i " 14 (C , .- WVvl nr\A n r 

ai y i \^-4-6) aii ^y i •) 

is selected from Br B-C(=0)-, B-0-C(=0)-, B-N(R 51 )-C(=0)- ; B NCR 61 ) C(=S) , 
B-SOj and B NCR 'VSQa-? wherein B is selected from: 

(i) (Ci-io)alkyl optionally substituted with one or more substituents each 
selected independently from -COOH, -COO(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -OH, halogen, 
-OC(=0)(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -0(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -N((Ci. 6 )alkyl) 2 , 
-C(=0)NH 2 , -C(=0)NH(Ci. 6 )alkyl and -C(=0)N((C l . 6 )alkyl) 2 ; 

(ii) (C 3 -7)cycloalkyl, or (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl-(Ci_4)alkyl-, each optionally 
substituted with one or more substituents each selected independently 
from (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, halogen, -COOH, -COO(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -OH, -0(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, 
-NH 2 , -NH(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -N((C l . 6 )alkyl) 2 , -C(=0)NH 2 , -C(=0)NH(C 1 _ 6 )alkyl 
and -C(=0)N((Ci. 6 )alkyl) 2 ; 

(iii-) aryl or aryKC^alkyl , each optionally substituted with one or more 



substituents each selected independently from (C 4-, 
^H(€^ )alkyl, N((Q ^ikyD a , C(=0)NH 3 , C(=0)NH( 

^)alkyl , each optionally substituted with c 
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substituents each selected independently from (C j-g) 
-NH(G^ )alkyl, N((C^ )alfeyD 3 , C(=0)NH 3 7 -€^€ 





C(=0)N((C^ aftylkHH«l 

(v) (€a- 6)alkenyl, or (Co^alkynyl, each optionally substituted with 1 to 3 

halogens; and wherein 
R 51 is selected from H and (C^aUcyl; 
provided that B is not (Ci_i 0 )alkyl unsubstituted when R 5 is B-0-C(=0)-; 
Y is H er-(G^)alkyi; 

R 4 and R 6 are each independently selected from H, (Ci_6)alkyl, -0-(Ci_6)alkyl, 

(C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl, (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl-(Ci. 6 )alkyl-, aryl, Het, and aryl-(Ci. 6 )alkyl-; 
wherein said (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -0-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, (C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl, 
(C3-7)cycloalkyl-(Ci. 6 )alkyl-, aryl and aryl-(Cj- 6 )alkyl- are each optionally 
substituted with one or more substituents each independently selected from 
halogen, (Ci. 6 )alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 0-(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci. 4 )alkyl, 
-N((C M )arkyl) 2 , CO NH a , CO NH(C^)alkyl, CO NKC ^aftyik, and -COOH, 
and COO(C 4- 6)alkyl; or 

R 4 and R 6 are linked, together with the nitrogen to which they are bonded, to form a 3- to 
7-membered monocyclic saturated or unsaturated heterocycle optionally fused to 
at least one other cycle to form a heteropolycycle, each of said heterocycle and 
heteropolycycle optionally containing from one to three additional heteroatoms 
each independently selected from N, S and O, and each of said heterocycle and 
heteropolycycle being optionally substituted with one or more substituents each 
independently selected from halogen, (d_ 6 )alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 0-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, 
-NH 2 , -NH(Ci_ 4 )alkyl, -N((Ci_ 4 )alkyl) 2 , -CO-NH 2 , -CO-NH(Ci_ 4 )alkyl, 
-CO-N((C 1 . 4 )alkyl) 2 , -COOH, and -COOCQ^alkyl; 

with the proviso that when: 

R s is B O C(=0) or B N(R^) C(=0) , wherein 

pj . an d 

B is selected from (C^alkyl, (C^)cycloalkyl, and (C^cycloalkyl (C^alkyl, 
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wherein said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and cycloalkyl alkyl are optionally r 



di or tri substituted with (C -M-telkyk-a-ftd 
b) wherein said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and eye] 



kyl alkyl are optionally r 



ielected from hydroxy and O (C^alkyl; and 



or di substituted with substi 

e) wherein each of said alkyl groups may be mono , di or tri substituted with 

halogen; and 

d) wherein in each of said cycloalkyl groups being 4 ,5,6 or 7 membered, 

one (for the 4 , 5 , 6 , or 7 membered) or two (for the 5 , 6 or 7 membered) 
-GHj groups not directly linked to each other may be replaced by O to 
provide a heterocycle, such that the O atom is linked to the O C(=0) or 
N(R M ) C(=0) group via at least two carbon atoms; and 

R 3 is O R* f 



R 39 



^ N H (Ci i)alkyl o r 
G4_4.)allcyl, 



alkyl groups is optionally substituted with from one to three halogen 
atoms; and cither R^-e^-R 3006 (but not both at the same time) may also 
be H - o r 

R 300 * and R 3806 may be covalently bonded to form, together with the two C atoms 
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to which they are linked, a 5 or 6 membered carbocyclic ring wherein 




and wherein said carbo or heterocyclic ring is optionally mono or di 
substituted with (C^aUcyl; and 



j^aoeo a ^ j^ 3903 jy[ (R 3003 ^QR 39o a N (R 3003 ) COOR 3003 N ^R 3002 )^ 3004 ), o r 
^(R 3Q03 )CON(R 3 903 XR 300 4 ), wherein 



R ^is H or methyl; 



R 3Q03 4s-(€4-g )alkyl, (C^)cycloalkyl or (C^)cycloalkyl (C ^ 






R 3004 is H or R 30 ^ 



wherein Het is defined as a 3- to 7-membered heterocycle having 1 to 4 heteroatoms each 
independently selected from O, N and S, which may be saturated, unsaturated or 
aromatic, and which is optionally fused to at least one other cycle to form a 4- to 
14-membered heteropolycycle having wherever possible 1 to 5 heteroatoms, each 
independently selected from O, N and S, said heteropolycycle being saturated, 
unsaturated or aromatic; 

or a diastereomer thereof or a salt thereof. 

3. (Currently amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein R 5 is selected 



from B C(=0) , B-0-C(=0)-, and B-N(R 51 )-C(=0)-; wherein B and R 51 are defined as in 
claim 1, provided that B is not (Ci_i 0 )alkyl unsubstituted when R 5 is B-0-C(=0)-. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 3 wherein R 51 is H and 
B is selected from: 

(i) (Ci_ 7 )alkyl optionally substituted with one or two or three substituents each 
independently selected from fluoro, chloro, bromo, hydroxy, methoxy and ethoxy; 
or optionally substituted with -COOCH 3 ; 

(ii) (C 3 -7)cycloalkyl, or (C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl-methyl-, each optionally substituted with one 
or two substituents each independently selected from methyl, ethyl, hydroxy, 
methoxy and ethoxy; 

(iii-) benzyl; and 

(iv) Het, wherein Het comprises a 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , or 7 membered heterocyle having one 

to four heteroatoms each independently selected from O, N, and S, which may be 
saturated or unsaturated or aromatic; 

provided that B is not (Ci_ 7 )alkyl unsubstituted when R 5 is B-0-C(=0)-. 

5. (Previously presented) The compound according to claim 1 wherein Y is H. 

6. (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein R 3 is tert- 
butvl <€-4- 8)alkyl or (C^cycloalkyl, the (C^alkyl being optionally substituted with 
hydroxy, (C^)alkoxy or C(=0)OR 30 , wherein R^ -k^G ^alkyl or Qryl(C ^alkyk 

7. (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein R 2 is selected 
from -O-R 20 , -S-R 30 , and -O-X-R 20 , wherein R 20 and X are defined as in claim 1. 

8. (Original) The compound according to claim 7 wherein R 2 is -O-X-R 20 , wherein X is 
(C 3 )alkynyl and R 20 is (C 6 or Ci 0 )aryl. 
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9. (Original) The compound according to claim 7 wherein R 2 is -O-R 20 , wherein R 20 is 



R 200d is -OR 201 , wherein R 201 is (C^alkyl; 
R 200e is H or -OR 201 , wherein R 201 is (Ci_ 6 )alkyl; and 

R 200f is (C 1 . 6 )alkyl, halogen, -SR 201 , -SO 2 R 20 \ or -OR 201 , wherein R 201 is (Ci_ 6 )alkyl 
optionally further substituted with (C 3 -7)cycloalkyl or phenyl. 

10. (Original) The compound according to claim 9 wherein R 200d is -OR 201 wherein R 201 
is ethyl. 

11. (Original) The compound according to claim 7 wherein R 2 is -O-R 20 , wherein R 20 is 



wherein 

one of A, D, and E represents a S atom and the other two of A, D, and E represent C 
atoms; 

— represents a single bond between a C atom and an S atom, and represents a single 
bond or a double bond between two C atoms; provided that each C atom is bonded by one 
double bond; 

R 200g is H or -OR 201 , wherein R 201 is (C 1 . 6 )alkyl or (C 2 . 6 )alkenyl; and 
R 200h is one or two substituents each independently selected from H, cyano, (Ci_6)alkyl 
and -S0 2 -(Ci_ 6 )alkyl; wherein each R 200h is bonded to a C atom which would otherwise 
bear a hydrogen atom. 



} 200f 




wherein 
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12. 



(Previously presented) 



The compound according to claim 1 wherein n is 1. 



13. (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein R 1 is 
<€a *)alkonyl or (C^ ^afeyl vinyl . 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein: 

(i) R 4 and R 6 are each independently selected from H, (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -0-(Ci_6)alkyl, 
(C3-7)cycloalkyl, (C3-7)cycloalkyl-(Ci-6)alkyl-, aryl and aryl-(Ci_6)alkyl-; wherein 
said (d_ 6 )alkyl, -0-(d_ 6 )alkyl, (C 3 . 7 )cycloalkyl, (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl-, aryl 
and aryl-(Ci_6)alkyl- are each optionally substituted with one to three substituents 
each independently selected from halogen, (C 16 )alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 
0-(Ci. 6 )alkyl, and -COOH , and COO(C- M>)aftyl; or 

(ii) R 4 and R 6 are linked, together with the nitrogen to which they are bonded, to form 
a 3- to 7-membered monocyclic saturated or unsaturated heterocycle, said 
heterocycle optionally containing from one to three additional heteroatoms each 
independently selected from N, S and O, and said 3- to 7-membered monocyclic 
saturated or unsaturated heterocycle being optionally substituted with one to three 
substituents each independently selected from halogen, (Ci_6)alkyl, hydroxy, 
cyano, 0-(d. 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(C,. 4 )alkyl, -N((C 1 . 4 )alkyl) 2 , -COOH, and- 
COO(Ci_ 6 )alkyl. 

16. (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein: 
n is 1 er-2; 

m is-l-er-2; 

{d- ^alkyl, (C^alkenyl, or (C^alkynyl are optionally substituted with from one 
to three halogen atoms ; 
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- O - R S R SO R SO ^ R CH^O 



is selected from -GHa-R , NHr 
R 3 ^ and -O-X-R 20 , wherein 

X is (C 2 - 3 )alkenyl, (C 2 - 3 )alkynyl, or (Ci. 3 )alkyl; and 

R 20 is (C6 or Cio)aryl or Het, wherein said (Ce or Cio)aryl or Het is optionally 
mono-, di-, tri- or tetra-substituted with R 200 , wherein each R 200 is 
independently selected from H, halogen, cyano, (Ci_6)alkyl, 
(C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl, aryl-(Ci. 6 )alkyl-, aryl, Het, oxo, thioxo, -OR 201 , -SR 201 , 
-SOR 201 , -S0 2 R 201 , -N(R 202 )R 201 , and -CON(R 202 )R 201 ; wherein each of 
said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and aryl and Het is optionally further substituted 
withR 2000 ; 

R 201 in each case is independently selected from H, (Ci_ 6 )alkyL- and aryl, 

CO (C t-s ) alkyl and CO O (C^alkyl , wherein each of said alkyl and aryl 
is optionally further substituted with R 2000 ; 
R 202 is H or (Ci. 6 )alkyl; 

R 2000 is one to three substituents each independently selected from halogen, aryl, 
Het, -OR^VSR- 300 1 , SOR^ r-SOaR- 3001 ; cyano, -N(R 2002 )(R 2001 ), and 
R 2003 , wherein said aryl and Het are optionally substituted with one, two or 
three substituents selected from (Ci_6)alkyl and -0-(Ci_6)alkyl; 

R 2001 in each case is independently selected from aryl, aryl-(d. 6 )alkyl-, -C(O)- 
R 2003 . C(0)0 R 3003 . CONCR ^^R^^nd-R 3004 ^ 

R 2002 is H or (Ci. 6 )alkyl; 

R 2003 is (Ci_ 8 )alkyl ? and (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyli e 
s ai d (C ^_ 

, di , or tri substituted with (C4 - 3) alkyl; and 
R 3004 is H o r R 3983 - 

_ ?)cycloalkyl (Ci -$)B 
substituents independently selected from (C^alkyl, 



R is (Ci_ 8 )alkyl^ 

substituted with c 



*V-SR , C(=0)OR , C(=0)NH 3 ? 
G^m^2T-^2 , NH^ ^alkyk- 
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-mGi^m^ i, aryl, and aryKC^alkyl , wherein R is H, (C^ 

R 5 is selected from B, B C(=0) B-0-C(=0)~ and B-N(R 51 )-C(=0)-i 

B N(R**) C(=S) , B SO a and B NCR^ T-SOa-t wherein B is selected from: 

(i) (Ci_io)alkyl optionally substituted with one or more substituents each 
selected independently from -COOH, COO(C4 -6)afeyl, -OH, halogen, 

OC( = 0)(C^)aUcyl, 0(C^ ^kyt, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci.6)alkyl, -N((C 1 . 6 )alkyl) 2 , 

(ii) (C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl, or (C^cycloalkyl (C4 -4 )alkyl , each optionally 
substituted with one or more substituents each selected independently 
from (Ci. 6 )alkyl, halogen, -COOH, -COO(d_ 6 )alkyl, -OH, -0(d. 6 )alkyl, 
-NH 2 , -NH(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -N((Ci- 6 )alkyl) 2 , C(=0)NH 3 , C(=0)NH(C ^)aikyl 
andC(^0)N((C 4 ^)alk y 4)af 

(iii-) aryl or aryl(C4 -6 )alkyl , each optionally substituted with one or more 

substituents each selected independently from (C^alkyl, OH, NH 3 T 
N H (Ci 6)a l kyl, N ( (Ci 6 ) a l kyl ) j C(=0 ) N H 7i C(=Q)N H (Ci 6) al lcyl a nd 

C(—C\\\}( (C \^ \V^-\\ - 

(iv) Hct or Hct (C^)alkyl , each optionally substituted with one or more 

substituents each selected independently from (C^)alkyl, OH, NH 3 T 

C(=0)N((C ^)alk y D 3 t^d 

(V) (€a- 6)alkenyl, or (C^alkynyl, each optionally substituted with 1 to 3 

halogens; and wherein 
R 51 is selected from H and (Ci_ 6 )alkyl; 
provided that B is not (Ci_i 0 )alkyl unsubstituted, when R 5 is B-0-C(=0)-; 
Y is H er-(G^)alkyl; 

R 4 and R 6 are each independently selected from H, (d_ 6 )alkyl, (C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl, 
(C 3 -7)cycloalkyl-(Ci_6)alkyl-, aryl , Hct, and aryl-(Ci_6)alkyl-; wherein said 
(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, (C 3 - 7 )cycloalkyl, (C 3 .7)cycloalkyl-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl-, aryl and aryl-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl- 
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are optionally substituted with one or more substituents independently selected 
from halogen, (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 0-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci_ 4 )alkyl, 
-N((C 1 . 4 )alkyl) 2 , CO NH 2 , CO NH(C^)alkyl, CO NftC^ afeyik, -COOH, and 
-COO(Ci_ 6 )alkyl; or 

R 4 and R 6 are linked, together with the nitrogen to which they are bonded, to form a 3- to 
7-membered monocyclic saturated or unsaturated heterocycle optionally fused to 
at least one other cycle to form a heteropolycycle, said heterocycle and 
heteropolycycle optionally containing from one to three further heteroatoms 
independently selected from N, S and O, and said 3- to 7-membered monocyclic 
saturated or unsaturated heterocycle being optionally substituted with one or more 
substituents independently selected from halogen, (Ci_ 6 )alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 
0-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci_ 4 )alkyl, -N((Ci. 4 )alkyl) 2 , -CO-NH 2 , 
-CO-NH(C!. 4 )alkyl, -CO-N((C 1 . 4 )alkyl) 2 , -COOH, and -COO(Ci. 6 )alkyl; 

with the proviso that when: 

R * is B O C(=0) or B NCR 51 ) C( = 0) , wherein 

R 51 is H; and 

a) wherein said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and cycloalkyl alkyl are optionally mono , 

di or tri substituted with (C 4 ^ )alkyl; and 
¥) wherein said alkyl, cycloalkyl, and cycloalkyl alkyl are optionally mono 

or di substituted with substituents selected from hydroxy and O (C 4 - 4 )alkyl; and 
e) wherein each of said alkyl groups may be mono , di or tri substituted with 

halogen; and 

d) wherein in each of said cycloalkyl groups being 4 ,5,6 or 7 membered, 

one (for the 4 , 5 , 6 , or 7 membered) or two (for the 5 , 6 or 7 membered) 
-€44j groups not directly linked to each other may be replaced by O to 
provide a heterocycle, such that the O atom is linked to the O C(=0) or 
N(R^) C(=0) group via at least two carbon atoms; and 

R 2 is O R 20 
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R 39 cannot be 




R 3 

^m^aote are each independently halogen, cyano, (C ^ 
s optionally substituted with from 




alkyl g 



3 three halogen 



^-e^R^ 6 (but not both at the s 



a time) may alsc 



groups 1; 
atoms; and either R 3 9 
be H 1 or 

R 390 * and R 3006 may be covalently bonded to form, together with the two C atoms 
to which they are linked, a 5 or 6 membercd carbocyclic ring wherein one 
or two CHg groups not being directly linked to each other may be 
replaced each independently by O or NR a wherein R a is H or (C- t- Oalkyl, 
and wherein said carbo or heterocyclic ring is optionally mono or di 
substituted with (C -M -)alkyl; and 

R 3W te R 3oo3 ^ N (R 3903 ) COR 3903 , N (R 3Q03 ) COOR 3Q03 , N (R 3903 )(R 3Q04 ), o r 
-N(R 3W3 )CON(R 3 903 )(R 300 4 ), wherein 

R ^is H or methyl; 

R 39C3 4s-(€^ )alkyl, (C^)cycloalkyl or (C^ 
(€ ^)cycloalkyl and (C^ 



or tri substituted with (C^alkyl; and 
s-H^r-R 30 ^ 
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wherein Het is defined as a 3- to 7-membered heterocycle having 1 to 4 heteroatoms each 
independently selected from O, N and S, which may be saturated, unsaturated or 
aromatic, and which is optionally fused to at least one other cycle to form a 4- to 
14-membered heteropolycycle having wherever possible 1 to 5 heteroatoms, each 
independently selected from O, N and S, said heteropolycycle being saturated, 
unsaturated or aromatic; 

or a diastereomer thereof or a salt thereof. 

(Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 1 wherein: 
R 5 is selected from B C(=0) B-0-C(=0)- , and B NH C(=0) ; wherein B is selected 
from: 

(i) (Ci-io)alkyl optionally substituted with one or more substituents each selected 

independently from -COOH, -COO(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -OH, halogen, -OC(=0)(Ci. 6 )alkyl, 
-0(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -N((Ci-6)alkyl) 2 , C(=0)NH 3 T 



(ii) (C3_7)cycloalkyl, or (C3_7)cycloalkyl-(Ci-4)alkyl-, each optionally substituted with 




"4-6) a lkyl)ji7 



mbstituents each selected independently from (C^alkyl, halogen, 



COOH, COO(C^)alkyl, OH, CKQ^alkyl, NH 3 , NH(C^ )aikytT 






(iv-) Het or Het (C^alkyl , each optionally substituted with one or more substituents 





provided that B is not (Ci_i 0 )alkyl unsubstituted, when R 5 is B-0-C(=0)-; 



Y 



is H; 
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R is re/t-butyl {C±_ g)alleyl or (C^cycloalkyl, each of which are optionally 

substituted with one or more substituents each independently selected from 
(€ ^)alkyl, OR m , and C(=0)OR 38 , wherein R m is H, (C^)alkyl, or 
aiyi^4_g;aiKyi , 

R 2 is -O-X-R 20 , wherein X is (C 3 )alkynyl and R 20 is (C 6 or C 10 )aryl; or 
R 2 is -O-R 20 wherein R 20 is 




s H or -OR 201 , wherein R 201 is (d. 6 )alkyl; and 
s (Ci. 6 )alkyl, halogen, -SR 201 , -S0 2 R 201 , or -OR 
(Ci.6)alkyl optionally further substituted with (C3.7)cycloalkyl or phenyl; 
or R 20 is 




wherein 

one of A, D, and E represents a S atom and the other two of A, D, and E represent 
C atoms; 

— represents a single bond between a C atom and an S atom, and represents a 
single bond or a double bond between two C atoms; provided that each C atom is 
bonded by one double bond; 

R 200g is H or -OR 201 , wherein R 201 is (Ci_ 6 )alkyl or (C M )alkenyl; and 
R 200h is one or two substituents each independently selected from H, cyano, (Ci_ 
6)alkyl and -S02-(Ci_6)alkyl; wherein each R 200h i s bonded to a C atom which 
would otherwise bear a hydrogen atom; 
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R 1 is ethyl or vinyl (Cg ^alkenyl or (C^allcyl ; 
n is 1; 
m is 2; and 

R 4 and R 6 are each independently selected from H, (Ci_6)alkyl, -0-(Ci_6)alkyl, 

(C 3 _ 7 )cycloalkyl, (C 3 _7)cycloalkyl-(Ci_6)alkyl-, aryl and aryl-(Ci_6)alkyl-; wherein 
said (Ci_6)alkyl, (C 3 -7)cycloalkyl, (C 3 -7)cycloalkyl-(Ci_6)alkyl-, aryl and 
aryl-(Ci_ 6 )alkyl- are optionally substituted with one to three substituents 
independently selected from halogen, (Ci_6)alkyl, hydroxy, cyano, 0-(Ci_6)alkyl, 
-COOH, and -COO(Ci_ 6 )alkyl; or 

R 4 and R 6 are linked, together with the nitrogen to which they are bonded, to form a 3- to 
7-membered monocyclic saturated or unsaturated heterocycle, said heterocycle 
optionally containing from one to three further heteroatoms each independently 
selected from N, S and O, and said 3- to 7-membered monocyclic saturated or 
unsaturated heterocycle being optionally substituted with one to three substituents 
each independently selected from halogen, (Chalky], hydroxy, cyano, 
0-(Ci. 6 )alkyl, -NH 2 , -NH(Ci^)alkyl, -N((Ci. 4 )alkyl) 2 ,-COOH, and 
-COO(Ci. 6 )alkyl; 

or a diastereomer thereof or a salt thereof. 

18. (Previously presented) A pharmaceutical composition comprising an anti-hepatitis 
C virally effective amount of a compound according to claim 1, or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof; and a pharmaceutically acceptable earner medium or auxiliary 
agent. 

19. (Original) The pharmaceutical composition according to claim 18 additionally 
comprising a therapeutically effective amount of at least one other antiviral agent. 

20. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) A method of treating or preventing a 
hepatitis C viral infection in a mammal comprising administering to the mammal an 
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anti-hepatitis C virally effective amount of a compound according to claim 1, or a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, or a pharmaceutical composition comprising 
said compound or pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; and a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable carrier medium or auxiliary agent. 



21. - 22. (Canceled) 



23. (Withdrawn) A method of inhibiting the replication of hepatitis C virus by exposing the 
virus to a hepatitis C viral NS3 protease inhibiting amount of the compound according to 
claim 1, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 



24. (Canceled) 



25. (Previously Presented) An article of manufacture comprising a composition 
effective to treat an HCV infection or to inhibit the NS3 protease of HCV; and packaging 
material comprising a label which indicates that the composition can be used to treat 
infection by the hepatitis C virus; wherein the composition comprises a compound 
according to claim 1 or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, and a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier medium or auxiliary agent . 

26. (Previously Presented) A process for the preparation of a compound according to 
claim 1, comprising: 

a) reacting a compound of formula (II): 

R 4 

I 

H 2 N^ / N \ B « 

so - OD 

wherein R 4 , R 6 and m are defined as in claim 1, with a strong base so as to form the 
corresponding amide anion and 

b) reacting an azalactone of formula (HI): 
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R 2 




wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 5 , Y and n are defined as in claim 1 , with the amide anion formed in 
step a). 

27. (Original) An azalactone intermediate compound of formula (HI): 
R 2 




wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 5 , Y and n are defined as in claim 1 . 
28. (Canceled) 
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